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Bulletin! 
Despatch from Louisville Nov 1: 

Washington Society SAR will Host 

the National SAR Congress 2021 ! 
Make plans to be on our Host 

Committee now. 

 

Military Birthday this 
month: 

September 18th – U. S. Air Force 
– 69 Years old. 
    - Happy Birthday Air Corps! 

 

 

 

 

Alexander Hamilton Chapter 2017-2018 Nominations: 

Nomination Committee Chairman Bob Parrish reports that 
they have received nominations for all offices for the next 
biennial 2017-2018:   
For President, Keith Weissinger 
Vice President, Viren Lemmer 
Secretary Brandt Gibson 
Treasurer Rodger Dent 
Genealogist Rodger Dent 
Chaplain Mike England 
Historian John Knight 
Trustee Fund Raising Howard Stephan 
Trustee Projects Paul Adan  
Any other nominations will be taken from the floor at our 
October 15th meeting.  The election will be held at our 
November 19th meeting.   

-  Bob Parrish  parrishltc@hotmail.com. 
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Upcoming Events 

 
 

 

Oct. 13
th

  Educator Night, SAR 

Recruiting Booth, Tacoma Art 

Museum (5:30PM – 8PM) 

 

Oct. 15
th

  Chapter Meeting, Johnny’s 

at Fife, (9AM) –Breakfast Meeting. 

 

Oct 17
th

 Honor Flight (All 

Compatriots), SEATAC South 

Atrium, (Arriving - 8PM) 
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Being partial to navy stories, I though an article on John Paul 

Jones would be an appropriate subject for this month’s 

publication. The Editor. 

John Paul Jones 
  

John Paul Jones the famed Naval 

officer was born in 1742.  His 

career at sea began at age 13, and 

by 21 he was the captain of a ship 

sailing between the West Indies 

and British ports.  Jones joined the 

Continental Navy during the 

Revolution, enjoying his greatest 

successes in international waters.  

As commander of the heavily 

armed vessel Bonhomme Richard, Jones famously announced 

that he had “not yet begun to fight” during a clash with the 

British warship Serapis.  He later served in the Russian navy, 

and died in Paris in 1792. 

Jones was born in Scotland and was apprenticed in 1761 to 

merchant.  At thirteen years of age he began his career at sea, 

as a ship’s boy on the Friendship sailing between Britain and 

Virginia and the West Indies.  Over the next fourteen years he 

learned the ways of the sea, sailing on merchant ships, 

including slavers.  By the age of twenty-one he was the captain 

of a merchantman sailing between the West Indies and British 

ports.   On one of these voyages in 1769, he had the ship’s 

carpenter whipped; not long afterward the carpenter died and 

Jones faced a charge of murder but was later freed.  In 1773, he 

put down a munity, running his sword through the ringleader 

in the process, and fled to America to avoid trial in a civil 

court. 

Shortly after the Revolution began, he was in Philadelphia and 

through the friendship of Joseph Hewes, a delegate to the 

Continental Congress, was commissioned as first lieutenant on 

the Alfred in the Continental navy.  Jones proved himself a 

capable officer in action on the Alfred and on the sloop 

Providence which he commanded in 1776.  The next year 

Congress sent him to France as captain of the Ranger with 

orders to attack enemy commerce in British waters.  His 

greatest success on the Ranger came in April 1778 when he 

sailed from Brest for the Irish Sea and then to Whitehaven.  

This superb foray saw him fail in his attempt to abduct the Earl 

of Selkirk, whom he intended to exchange for Americans held 

by the British, but he captured the sloop of war Drake in a 

fierce struggle.  By May 8, the Ranger was back at Brest with 

seven prizes and many prisoners, having created a furor in the 

British press. 

The French now took note of Jones and sent him off in August 

1779 I command of a fleet on five naval vessels and tow 

privateers.  This voyage carried Jones and his ships clockwise 

around the British Isles.  Jones’s ship was the Bonhomme 

Richard, around nine hundred tons and slow, but the most 

heavily armed vessel he had commanded.  Prizes were taken, 

but an attempt to extort ransom from Leith, Edinburgh’s 

seaport, failed.  The fleet sailed on until September 23, when 

Jones fought one to the greatest battles of the Revolution off 

the Yorkshire coast.  The enemy was the Serapis, one of the 

British escorts of a large convoy.  In the battle, mostly fought in 

moonlight, the Bonhomme Richard grappled with the Serapis.  

With the two vessels lashed together, the British captain asked 

Jones if he wished to surrender and received the famous reply, 

“I have not yet begun to fight.”  Indeed, Jones had not, and 

when the night’s work was done, he accepted the surrender of 

his enemy.   

This victory was the high point of John Paul Jones’s war-and 
life.  After the war, he served in the Russian navy in the Black 
Sea in a war with the Turks.  He died in Paris, still an 
American citizen and one of the great heroes of the U. S. Navy. 

 
Eric Foner and John A. Garraty, Editors.  The Readers Companion to 

American History, Hought Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company.  
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Meeting Highlights and News  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our September Guest Speaker  

 

 
 

Les Eldridge 
 

Mr. Eldridge gave an impressive lecture on the “Scientists (Naturalist) of the Pacific 
Northwest” from Captain George Vancouver’s 1791–95 expedition, which explored and 
charted North America's northwestern Pacific Coast regions, including the coasts of 
contemporary Alaska, British Columbia, Washington and Oregon. He also explored 
the Hawaiian Islands and the southwest coast of Australia. Through Charles Wilkes, 
an American naval officer, ship's captain, and explorer. He led the United States Exploring 
Expedition, 1838-1842, an exploring and surveying expedition of the Pacific Ocean and 
surrounding lands conducted by the United States.  
 
When Les retired from 36 years in careers in university administration, elected office 

(county commissioner), administrative law, and corporate management, he’d also taught 

maritime history part-time at the college level for that period, and co-authored The Wilkes 

Expedition, a history.  Since his retirement, he’s dived into his passion, maritime history, 

and is author of five novels of the American Civil War at sea, the Dunbrody-St. John series.  

He’s working on three more histories now.  He frequently presents lectures from his series, 

Oceans of History, Seldom–told Tales of the Seven Seas, in venues around the world, ashore 

and afloat.  From time to time, he is a narrator aboard the steam ship Virginia V, and the 

historic schooner Adventuress, sometimes doubling as chanteyman as sails are set. 

Les served twice as president of South Sound Maritime Heritage Association (SSMHA), 

chaired the maritime committee of the Washington State Centennial Commission (1989), 

and coordinated maritime activities for the Washington125 Committee, celebrating 125 

years of statehood (2014).  He’s a member of the Thurston County Historic Commission, is 

SSMHA’s Vice President for Museum Development, and is executive secretary of the 

Washington State Friends of the cruiser USS Olympia 

Les has held appointments from six Washington State governors, and one from the chief 

justice of the State Supreme Court.  He is a US Army veteran.  He lives in Olympia, 

Washington.  His website is www.eldridgeseasaga.com. 

Books by Les:  The Wilkes Expedition, Puget Sound and the Oregon Country, (1987) a history, 

(co-author). 

Novels:  The Chesapeake Command (2005, 2nd edition 2008), Gray Raiders, Green Seas (2007), 

The Wake of the Woonsocket (2008), The Pride of Pascagoula (2010), The Chilean Corvette (2014). 

 

 

 

http://www.eldridgeseasaga.com/
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Meeting Photos  
 

 

    A         B       

 

   C     D  

  E      F        G  

 
A: Mike England, Jerry Hull and Art Dolan; B: Members enjoying breakfast and conversation; C: VP 

Keith Weissinger presenting Les Eldridge with a Certificate of Appreciation; D: & E: V.P Keith 

Weissinger swearing in new member Jack Jory;  F: Bob Parrish presenting the SAR War Service 

Medal to Kent Gossman;  G: V.P. Keith Weissinger presenting the SAR Bronze Roger Sherman Medal 

to Paul Adan for his outstanding accomplishments as founder and editor of The Cannon Ball 

newsletter. 
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Pacific District Conference  
 

 

The Pacific District will be holding two drawings.  The 

first, is a framed print of “Making of a Nation” by Don 

Crook.  With the frame the print measures 30” x 36”.  

Tickets are $5 each.  The drawing will be held on April 

22, 2017 at the SAR Pacific District Convention in 

Olympia. 

 

The second, is for an original 1777 Charleville AN IX 

flintlock musket.  The Charleville muskets were used in 

large numbers by American Colonists and French troops 

fighting the British – the French arms saved the 

American Revolution.   

 

This beautiful restored musket with bayonet is a good 

example of the main infantry weapon of the 

Revolutionary War.  Seven million were made between 

1777 and 1840.  An original 1777 AN IX ca. 1810 with a 

new European walnut stock, new 66 cal. Barrel, 

assembled in the 1950’s in Liege, Belgium and 

refurbished to original armory standards.  A brass flash 

guard is fitted over the pay and touch-hole and a leather 

sling are attached.  Five feet long without the bayonet 

and 6 feet 4 inches with.  The piece was test fired by 

gunsmith Bob Smalser of Washington SAR.  Retail value 

to the weapon is $1, 200. 

 

Tickets are $5 each, only 500 tickets will be sold.  Ticket 

buyers must be at least 18 years old.  You need not be 

present at drawing.   

 

The drawing will be held on April 22, 2017 and the SAR 

Pacific District Meeting.   

 

Contact Rodger Dent for your tickets for either or both 

drawings.  Checks should be made payable to “Pacific District 

SAR” 

 

            Our Genealogist Reports  
 

 
                                        Paul Fullmer 

 

We are doing very well with new applications 
and supplementals.    We have a number of each in 
the various stages of progress.  The State Registrar 
has asked that I review all applications before they 
are submitted to him.  There have been a number 
of applications with serious issues that have 
reached the State Registrar that have not been 
properly reviewed.  The best way to do this is to 
prepare your application online at 
members.sar.org.  I highly recommend that you 
use this online process and save all us any 
problems with having to re-enter the application.  
The process is simple and will allow me to view 
and edit your application.  Be sure to specify the 
Society of Washington SAR and the chapter as 
Alexander Hamilton.  Otherwise, I will not be able 
to see the application.  Please remember that my 
main emphasis is new members and that I have a 
full time job, but I will get to all as quickly as I can. 
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            Message from the New Editor 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                          Rodger L Dent 
 
 

     

 

  

First, Thank you Paul for all that you have done as Editor 

of the Cannon Ball and the Alexander Hamilton Chapter!  

You have left me with some big shoes to fill!  Good Luck 

with your studies. 

   

Second, I am taking over the position as editor hopefully, 

temporarily.  My goals are to continue with making the 

Cannon Ball an exceptional newsletter.  

  

If any Compatriots have any news to pass on to the 

membership, please do not hesitate to contact me.  I can be 

reached at my email:  dentr@aol.com just be sure to head as 

a Cannon Ball Item. 

 

I am looking forward to continuing a tradition of 

excellence with this news letter.  

 

Newsletter Editor Wanted 

 

The Alexander Hamilton Chapter is looking for a new editor for the Cannon Ball.   
Now is your chance to exercise your creative talents.  Assistance getting started - to 
and logos - will be provided.  Please notify Bob O’Neal if you are interested in this 
opportunity.  He can be reached at:  mailto:wroneal@aol.com 

 

mailto:dentr@aol.com
mailto:wroneal@aol.com
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Ancestry Day Photos 
  
 

A     B  

 

 

 

C   D  

 

 

A. Our Chapter Color Guard with Secretary of State Kim Wyman.  Having Revolutionary War ancestors 
herself, she introduced our Color Guard. (l. to r.) Lt. Paul Adan, Maj. Art Dolan, Sec’y Wyman, Lt. Col. Bob 
O’Neal, and seated, drummer Jan Lemmer with son Drum Major Viren Lemmer.   B. Viren Lemmer, Art 
Dolan, Viren’s Father, and Bob O’Neal at the Chapter Recruiting Booth – 70 fliers were passed out to eager 
attendees.   C. Big crowd for the day – 750 attendees!   D. Viren and Bob checking out the wares available.
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Current Officers/Assignments  
 

 

                             
          A                                B                           C                         D                              E 

 

                          
              F                              G                            H                          I                              J 

Meet Your Alexander Hamilton Officers!       (Match Letters Above to Names Below) 

 
 

 

Your WA State SAR President Douglas Nelson and  
Vice-President Chuck Waid (Left) 

CURRENT OFFICERS/ASSIGNMENTS 

President: (A)                       Bob O’Neal 

Vice President: (B)                 Keith Weissinger 

Secretary:  (C)                      Paul Adan 

Treasurer:  (D)                      Rodger Dent 

Chaplain:  (E)                        Mike England 

Genealogist:  (F)                    Paul Fullmer 

Historian: (G)                       Jerry Hull 

Trustee (Projects):  (H)           Lee Thomasson  

Trustee (Fund Raising): (I)       Art Dolan 

 Immediate Past 

 President: (J)                        Russ Pringle 

 
 

 Color Guard:                        Lee Thomasson 

 Eagle Scouts:                        Lee Thomasson 

 Flag Certificates:                   Bob Parrish 

 JROTC/ROTC:                     Rodger Dent  

 “The Cannon Ball” Editor:        Rodger Dent  

 Veteran’s Services:                Bob Parrish 
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